





diameter of 100 feet isnot particularlylarge, but let me remind you that
one of these balloons would envelop an eight-story building. And
even though only about 250,000 cubic feet of gas is put into a balloon,
it can lift more than 100 pounds payload to an elevation of almost
100,000 feet.

Because cosmic-ray characteristics vary as a function of latitude
(and weakly with longitude), it isnecessary to make flights from various
places, including the ocean. Three cruises have been taken for this
purpose, two in the Atlantic and one in the middle Pacific.

Many news releases concerning our cosmic-ray work have been
given to the newspapers. In spite of this, ardent aviators have taken off
in pursuit of "flying saucers."” The most ambitious individual flew up
and up until he ran out of air, collapsed from anoxia, and crashed. An
immediate press release cautioning aviators against trying to catch
balloons at 100,000 feet was published by only a few newspapers in the
back pages in small print. Similar incidents, of not so tragic character,
occur practically every month.

Although more than 100 balloons have been launched from the vi-
cinity of Minneapolis, Minnesota, the sight of these balloons in the eve-
ning sun has been sufficient to stall traffic in that city for long periods
of time. If the appearance of these objects causes such a sensation
among people who should ke accustomed to seeing them, it is easy to
understand why the fantastic "'flying saucer' stories have been circulated
by observers unfamiliar with our work. While the great majority of the
balloons are flown from Minneapolis, traveling variousdistances across
the United States, it might be interesting tonote that balloons are launched
from various other locations as well, such as Chicago, Illinois; White
Sands Proving Grounds, New Mexico; and Holloman Air Force Base,
New Mexico. This accounts in part for their appearance in many locations.

I have examined hundreds of reports of "flying saucers." One was
even reported to be radioactive. Although the 'radioactivity" was
measured by a competent laboratory, exhaustive examination proved
that it was, in reality, caused by a faulty contact in the electronic cir-
cuit, whose resistance varied as a function of mechanical vibration.
This fluctuation in resistance registered as alarge increase in apparent
radioactivity.

But such logical explanations have not hindered the circulation of
even more fantastic stories about '"flying saucers." Just recently a
professor of geology at the University of New Mexico attained consider-
able notoriety by revealing to the Associated Press that he had found a
mystical object in the mountains. He did not wish to "trust" the FBI,
who, incidentally, would have known what it was. The newspapers were
able to make a considerable story by declaring that the Navy and the
Air Force were both claiming control of the find. In the first few min-
utes of confusion it was not known to us whether it was one of our pieces
of equipment or one flown by Wright Field operations. A few phone
calls soon straightened out the matter, but the newspapers had already
conveyed the impression that the two Services were "fighting" over this
""'secret" object. It was not secret; it was simply a cosmic ray measur-
ing device.
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